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The 10th Edition of the Quebec Intercultural Storytelling Festival

October 16 to 25, 2009

Storytellers from the four corners of the globe will converge on Montreal for the 10th edition of the Quebec Intercultural Storytelling Festival, which takes place October 16 to 25, 2009. Founded in 1993 and directed by storyteller Marc Laberge, the festival puts on more than 100 events over 10 days, in English and in French, celebrating the richness and diversity of the storytelling tradition. 

They come from all over the world to tell us their stories

Jan Blake, one of Britain’s best-known storytellers, brings her powerful presence, warm humour and Caribbean lilt to our stages. Ivan Coyote, spoken-word artist, award-winning author and storyteller, comes to us from the Yukon via Vancouver. Ivan’s work tackles the difficult subjects of family, class, gender identity, and social justice, and he brings to it the silver tongue of a master storyteller, an eye for the beauty in what makes us all human, and an ear for the hilarity of life and love. Gideon Horowitz and Regina Sommer come to us from Germany to share stories from the Rhine valley and from the Jewish tradition. Canadian actor, dancer, storyteller and disability activist Alan Shain brings his inimitable humour and vitality—as well as his wheelchair—to several stages during our festival. 

Highlights of the English program

The Opening Night Gala inaugurates the English side of the festival, on Friday, October 16, at 8 p.m., at the Maison de la culture de Notre-Dame-de-Grâce. Storytellers Jan Blake, Ivan Coyote, and Montreal's very own Jan Gregory will be performing. On the French side, La Grande Nuit du conte at the Gesù showcases international guests from Colombia, Algeria, Italy, Burkina Faso, Poland, Belgium and Senegal.

As always, the festival presents thematic evenings throughout the week. Stories of Love and Sex is an evening of erotic stories that shouldn't be missed! Alan Shain and Kim Kilpatrick present an unforgettable evening of stories that explore issues around disability during Kissing That Frog: Disabling the Disability Myth. At the Jewish Public Library, Regina Sommer and Gideon Horowitz present a powerful and moving show, Lost Stories, that explores their common bonds: he as a German Jew, and she as the 

daughter of a German who hid Jews in his basement. Grimm for Grown-ups at the Goethe Institute explores traditional German fairy tales for adults! And The Seven Deadly Sins is a lighthearted exploration of the seven capital sins, including a test to see if you can name them all, and a confession of which you prefer!

The festival also presents family events. At the Centaur, two events are geared specifically to children: The Calabash Children and Other Tales for Children Aged 6 to 66, and Good Nightmare to You: Scary Stories for Halloween. The Westmount Public Library will also present family events: Moving Tales: African Shape-Shifting Stories with Jan Blake, and King Arthur and the Secret of his Two Swords.
The festival ends with a storytelling swap at Hurley’s Irish Pub, with Irish storyteller Mike Burns and festival guests. All are welcome to come and hear—or tell—a story over a pint! On the French side, the festival ends with a 10-hour storytelling marathon at the Maison de la culture Frontenac.

Stéphanie Bénéteau is coordinator of English events.

The program is available online at www.festival-conte.qc.ca.
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